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BET 


Witch creates mummy 


Ryan McBride photo 
Colleen Sheehy wraps a fellow student in toilet paper to create a human 
mummy at the NECC Halloween Celebration. 


Meeting Pazuzu at the 
Museum of Fine Arts 


Students learn of art 
and demons from the 
cradle of civilization 


By JESSE WITTENBER 
Contributing Reporter 


Mention the term “field trip” to 
someone, and you'll very likely be 
able to see the refracted reflections 
of their mind's eye as it conjures up 
images of Smurf lunchboxes and 
buddy systems. 

Indeed, these memories are held 
very dear to most of us. However, if 


” you were to tell someone that you, 


as a college student, would be mak- 
ing a pilgrimage to any of the insti- 
tutions that are endemic to field 
trips in the classic sense, and in fact 
under the context of a school field 
trip, it is possible that you could be 
greeted with suspicion or even dis- 
gust. Despite this, or perhaps to 
spite those that might réact as such, 
a recent NECC trip to the Museum 
of Fine Arts in Boston was a rousing 
success. Our class was allowed the 
chance to bond over ‘the shared 
experience of the trip. 


As student Ann Le described, 
what we have learned about in- 
class, “was interesting. Actually 
seeing it before our eyes was excep- 
tional.” 

In our Learning Communities 
course “Comparing Civilizations I,” 
which combines the disciplines of 
World Civilization and World 
Literature, we have been studying 
the cultures of ancient human civi- 
lizations. Thus far, the locales of 
these have included Ancient Egypt, 
India and Mesopotamia. 
Mesopotamia is a Greek word 
which means “the land between the 
two rivers,” and is a reference to the 
Rivers Tigris and Euphrates in what 
is now modern-day Iraq. It is a 
place that is commonly referred to 
as “the cradle of civilization,” 
because the world's first civilization 
of Sumer was located there. Many 
civilizations flourished there, how- 
ever, including those of the 
Babylonians and the Assyrians, and 
it was the Assyrians that our class 
journeyed to the MFA to learn more 
about. 

Once at the museum, at which 
we arrived 15 minutes before the 
official 10 a.m. opening, our group 
was besieged by various troupes of 


uniform-clad private school youths, 
who stole uneasy glances in our 
direction as our group loitered out- 
side the museum entrance. Our col- 
lective aura of maturity, as well as 
our keen fashion sense, clearly did 
nothing to alleviate their discom- 
fort, although we could see some 
kids regarding us with a kind of 
solemn awe. Luckily, the MFA staff 
let our gang in at 9:55, which saved 
both us and our tweenaged counter- 
parts from enduring any further 
awkwardness. 

The MFA is currently hosting a 
special exhibit dedicated to 
Assyrian artifacts, all of which have 
been generously loaned to the MFA 
by the British Museum in London. 
It is billed as “Art and Empire: 
Treasures from Assyria in the 
British Museum,” which, as I allud- 
ed to previously, turns out to'be a 
remarkably apt title. The show runs 
from Sept. 21 through Jan. 4. On 
this occasion, our Lit professor, 
Barbara Stachniewicz, and our 
History professor, Stephen Russell, 
acted as our tour guides for the 
day's activities. Having organized 
the sojourn as well, they proved to 
be well-equipped to handle the task. 

See MFA page 5 
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7 Arts 


The Resident Evil series gets 
its fifth game and fourth film 


Community College 


Toxic PCB’s ae 


old town mall 


Toxins delay Allied 
Health building 


construction 


By JULIE VARNEY 
News Editor 


Another environmental contami- 
nant was discovered in September at 
the old In Town Mall building in 
Lawrence that is the site of NECC's 
future Allied Health and Technology 
Center causing further delay to the 
construction project. ‘ 

PCB's exceeding EPA regulations 
were found in the building. PCB's, or 
polychlorinated biphenyls, are a toxic 
substance that was commonly used in 
caulking materials during the time the 
In Town Mall was originally built in 
1970. 

The contaminated areas in the 
building are limited to the caulking 
around the doorways in the entryway 
to the mall. 

“The whole PCB thing was a 
roadblock,” said Vice President of 


Administration and Finance Sue 
Wolfe. 

The discovery of PCB's is the lat- 
est in a series of delays the project has 
faced. 

It comes on the heels of the previ- 
ous finding of asbestos in the build- 
ing. 

Last fall an environmental con- 
sulting firm did a study of potential 
hazardous materials and contami- 
nants of the building. From that test- 
ing it was determined there was wide- 
spread asbestos present in the build- 
ing. 

The removal of the asbestos will 
cost $1.2 million, according to Wolfe. 
The college has received $536,000 
from the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development specifically 
to remove asbestos. 

Although those tests were com- 
pleted last fall, at the September 
Board of Trustees meeting President 
David Hartleb announced that it had 
been brought to the college's attention 
that the building could also contain 
PCB's and needed to be tested before 
the project could move forward. 


See Toxin page 5 


MFA Courtesy photo 


A statue of Pazuzu on display at the MFA. 
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The election is not 
the end, sorry 


engaged in the political process these 
past few years than have been in a 
long time, but the responsibility of 
Freedom does not end at the elec- 


Later this “month is 


IF YOURE READING 


Thanksgiving, speaking of which, 
many people are giving thanks that 
soon the election will be over. It has 
been close to two years now, but the 


tions. Instead it is a constant, some- 
thing we should live with day in and 
day out 

The end of the election should 


THIS CARTOON AND 
ARE NOT PLANNING 


election process is finally coming to 
a close. With any luck, by the time 
you read this, the United States will 
know who the next President will be. 
But this is not the end. 
More young people have been 


not be the end of our civic duty, 
instead it is the beginning of a new 
era in government, no matter who 
wins, and we the people must shape 
that government to our will. 

Not the other way around. 
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TO VOTE, THEN 
THE JOKES ON YOU. 


EXERCISE YOUR RIGHTS 
AND Ves TE! 


What you think about 


% 


MCTcampus cartoon 


Massachusetts? 


While the Observer staff was at the National Media College Convention in Kansas City, Mo., we 
decided to interview students from other colleges to get a different perspective on ourselves. 


SUNY Fredonia 
“Didn't seem to be a lot of culture 
there.” 


Lacy Kowalkowski 
Madison Area Technical College 
“Isn’t there a lot of culture there? 
That’s what I think of when I think 
of Massachusetts.” 


Michelle Rindels 

Biola University, CA 

“I thought Martha’s Vineyard was 
a let down.” 


Photos/Interviews by Stephen Purple 


Laura-Jane 

University of Texas at Dallas 
“Boston traffic is [expletive] 
crazy.” 


Jason Levine 

University of Texas at Dallas 
“You really have an irrational 
hatred of us.” 


Barrett DeCutler 

University of Texas at Dallas 
“The history is very charming, 
lots of great monuments. Not a 
big fan of the food.” 
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Would you like any cheese with that? 


The life of an Opinion 


Editor who moonlights 

as a deli clerk 

By HANSEL LOPEZ 

Opinion Editor 

I’m sure 

that there are 
some stu- 
dents out 
there who 
must think 
“Wow, _ that 


Opinions 
Editor guy 
has it pretty 
W easy. Must be 
nice to sit there and run his 
mouth about things for the school 
paper.” Others may think my 
day-to-day life is cool and laid 
back. 

The sad truth, is like most of 
you, I have to work a boring and 
mundane job to pay for my gas, 
rent and food. As much as I love 
my position as Opinions Editor, I 


. definitely don’t get paid or have 


cake for working for the Observer. 
When I’m not writing compelling 
articles for you or sipping Coke 
Zero I have one of the most boring 
and repetitive jobs on the face of 
the earth: I am a deli clerk. 

I'll be honest about it I’m not a 


people person that’s why I really 
wanted to work in the meat 
department where there’s no need 
to deal with customers but deli 
was all they had available at the 
time. Hey if you were unem- 
ployed and rent was due in about 
a week you would have swallowed 
your pride and accepted the deli 
job too. 

Especially if I compare it to 
my last gig as a convenience store 
clerk where I was basically getting 
paid to read the newspaper, drink 
soda, play Nintendo DS and listen 
to my iPod. But due to reasons 
beyond my control, management 
at the convenience store had to 
“Jet me go.” Well truth is one 
night while I was working the 
store was held up and I apparent- 
ly had more money in the register 
than I should have and got fired 
for it. 

What does a deli clerk do and 
what makes it so unappealing you 
ask? Well for starters I have to 
mention the deli at Market Basket 
in Westgate Plaza. So just by 
mentioning that you should get a 
picture of how lame my job is. My 
usual routine involves showing up 
and already having to face a 
crowd of impatient customers 
eager to get their fix of Krakus 
Imported Polish ham and Havarti 
slicing cheese. 

Youll be amazed at the 
amount of cold cuts the average 


person purchases. It helps me 
forget that our economy is in a 
recession when I see a customer 
buy over $30 worth of ham and 
cheese (it happens a lot more 
often than you would think). 

Something also worth noting 
is the variety of the products cus- 
tomers purchase, they'll start off 
usually with a pound of domestic 
ham and it snowballs from there. 
As I’m slicing it for them I think to 
myself maybe they'll just want 
some cheese to go with it and 
theyll be out of my hair in no 
time. Think again. 

They usually follow this up 
with a quarter of Genoa salami, a 
half-pound of Hot Capicola, some 
kind of turkey breast, cheap 
German bologna, low salt Virginia 
ham, American cheese, some 
imported Swiss, a couple of slices 
of Hoffman’s super sharp cheddar 
and a small container of potato 
salad. I’m more of a guy who buys 
one type of ham and some Swiss 
cheese so whenever I see cus- 
tomers reading off their laundry 
lists of deli products I can’t help 
but wonder if these people only 
eat sandwiches and how long it 
will take them to eat it all and 
come back for more. 

And then there are the regu- 
lars, the people that seem to stop 
by every day of the week. The 
most notable being * ‘roast beef 
guy” whose mission in life seems 


to be to find the most rare roast 
beef and only buy a few slices 
every day. If the roast beef isn’t 
dripping with blood and other 
gross juices don’t even bother 
with him. Then there’s the guy 
who asks for how much sodium is 
in every type of ham and salad we 
have available despite that he’s 
asked the same question before 
on more occasions than I care to 
remember. 

For some reason our fish 
department is also part of the deli 
so aside from being covered in 
roast beef blood you'll also smell 
like fish by the time you go home. 
I don’t mind working in the fish 
department as it’s usually less 
busy than the deli, but since we’ve 
had lobsters on sale for the last 
few weeks it can get very stressful. 
Mainly because of some of the 
outlandish requests of some of 
the customers, here are some 
select examples. “Can you crack 
the shells of my lobsters once 
you've steamed them?” “I don’t 
want any female lobsters, my hus- 
band only likes male ones.” And 
then there is my favorite as it’s the 
most common request, keep in 
mind that the average lobster 
weighs about a pound to a pound 
and a half. “What’s the biggest 
lobster you have? Can you find 
me two three-pound lobsters 
please.” 

I guess what really bothers me 


is that I'm constantly steaming 
lobsters for customers. I’m not a 
vegan or a member of PETA, but 
it’s really starting to get to me. 
Since I started working there in 
late July I estimate that I’ve killed 
(well steamed is the proper term) 
over two hundred lobsters. 

Then there’s closing time, the 
time where I’m rushing to get 
everything done as fast as I can so 
I can go home or to the liquor 
store next door to get some liquid 
relief (yeah killing lobsters makes 
me want to have a cocktail, what’s 
wrong with that). It’s also the 
only time where I really get to talk 
to my coworkers (who are gen- 
uinely nice people) and they tell 
me funny stories. Something to 
keep in mind is that in the rush of 
trying to get home you can get 
careless and cut your hand off 
with one of the slicers. I have 
about an inch of scar tissue on my 
left hand because I got into a fight 
with a slicer; it’s the most horrid, 
stinging pain in the world to have 
a slice of your hand just chopped 
off by a spinning blade and not 
have medical insurance. 

So now you know some of the 
trade’s secrets and I hope you're 
smart enough to avoid a deli job 
a the plague if the opening aris- 


I went on a date with Sarah Palin 


Sarah Palin doesn t 
disappoint at her stop 
in New Hampshire 


By BRITTANY SAAB 
Contributing Reporter 


Right in our own back yard of 
Salem, N.H., Gov. Sarah Palin 
held a rally Oct. 15, drawing 
crowds of republicans, independ- 
ents and democrats of all sorts. As 
a conservative from 
Massachusetts/New Hampshire, 
I have always been an advocate 
for people to be passionate about 
their politics; it is important for 
people to know all sides of the 
political realm. However, all pas- 
sion and knowledge aside, there 
comes a time when everyone 
needs to relax and enjoy the 
entertainment side of the political 
campaigning. If you can’t sit back 
and sometimes laugh at the 
ridiculous aspects of all our polit- 
ical parties, then you are too igno- 
rant. And trust me there is no bet- 
ter place to laugh at politics than 
to be at a rally for a major candi- 
date. 

When I heard my alma mater 
Salem High School was going to 
be hosting the GOP Wonder 
Woman I was determined to get 
there extremely early so I could 
meet Palin. The past few years I 
have had some luck with meeting 
political stars. For example: I 
jumped on stage (I weighed 240 
pounds at the time) to meet 
Chuck Norris and Mike 
Huckabee. Another example is 
when I got yelled at by security at 
a Sununu party because I was 
jumping up and down in back of 
the Senator so I could get on tele- 
vision. 

More than ready to meet 
Palin, I prepared myself by plan- 


ning my time at the rally accord- 
ing to the supposed schedule for 
the event, which was publicized as 
follows: gates open at 4:30 p.m., 
wait in line to go through a securi- 
ty check, Sarah Palin speaks at 
6:15 p.m. I arrived at the high 
school at 3 p.m. only to find 
already a couple thousand people 
forcing me to park a mile away. As 
the crowd headed to the stadium 
we were greeted by cops, young 
protestors and the line. The end- 
less line was filled with republi- 
cans of all ages. From 4-year-olds 
dressed as pageant queens to old 
republicans wearing sparkly red, 
white and blue sweaters. One lady 
sewed five miniature quilts that, 
when held together, said S-A-R- 
A-H. 

Besides gazing the variety of 
about 7,000 republicans I was 
extremely entertained by all the 
various McCain-Palin merchan- 
dise. A vendor was selling a pin 
that caught my eye. It had a pic- 
ture of Palin from when she was 
Miss Wasilla. The pin had in fiery 
lettering “Proud to be voting for 
the Hot Chick.” As much as I hate 
sexist division among men and 
women I couldn’t help but laugh 
and think to myself, “If Hillary 
won, I wonder if she would have a 
pin like that?” 

After three long hours in line 
came the security check. There 
was a good amount of police and 
secret service guiding everyone 
through the metal detectors and 
making everyone throw out their 
drinks and food. They wouldn’t 
let two boys next to me enter in 
because they had skateboards. 
Maybe the secret service thought 
the boys would throw their skate- 
boards at Palin when she wasn’t 
looking. Upon passing my securi- 
ty check came another long wait. 
Palin was scheduled to speak at 
6:15 p-m. However, someone 
messed up the schedule. (Again 


reminding you I was on a mission 
to meet Palin) I distanced myself 
from the group I was with to 
smother in the crowd and get as 
close to the stage as possible. 
Another 30 minutes passes, then 
suddenly they started to play a 
short documentary of Sarah 
Palin. There is something always 
so moving about documentaries. 
The pictures, music and dynamic 
narrating voice seem to always 
add to goose bumps. For this 
Sarah Palin clip the loud music 
sounded, the first clip came up, 
and the booming narrator uttered 
four words: “Mother, Moose 
Hunter, Maverick.” My goose 
bumps faded as I took time to 
laugh, wondering why those are 
the three words being used to 
describe the next vice president of 
the United States. As the docu- 
mentary played a second time 
they opened up all the gates to let 
the other few thousand people 
who were in line rush down the 


field so they could fill in the stadi- 
um. So much for secret service 
security checks? 

Next on the agenda were the 
guest speakers. The special 
celebrity was Shonda Schilling 
(Kurt Schilling’s wife). My 
favorite part was when Shonda 
said, “Kurt told me to tell you, 
‘Yankees Suck.” After a while of 
pre-speeches Senator John 
Sununu approached all 7,500 of 
us and introduced Sarah Palin. 

As the full moon glowed and 
the crowd roared the GOP 
Wonder Woman appeared with 
her famous glasses. Her speech 
was perfect, her words were care- 
fully chosen and memorized, yet 
clear and inspiring. Everything 
she said was the same as what can 
be seen on C-SPAN. She began by 
comparing New Hampshire to her 
great beautiful state of Alaska, 
and ended her speech contrasting 
Obama’s and McCain’s different 
views on solving the economic cri- 


MCT Campus photo 
| came so close to meeting possibly the next vice president of the United States. 


sis. For those of you who keep 
track I paid close attention to her 
words and I do believe she only 
said “maverick” once or twice. All 
joking aside I really did enjoy her 
speech. I was extremely moved to 
see such a powerful woman up 
there on stage. I was so full of 
excitement that in a moment of 
silence I screamed “I love you bar- 
racuda” (that was her nickname 
in high school). I don’t think she 
heard me though. Soon Palin said 
her final words and started her 
meet and greet with the crowd. 
This is when chaos broke loose. 
All at once the hundreds who 
thought they had a shot at meet- 
ing Palin created a republican 
mosh pit. I never did get to meet 
Sarah Palin because I was too 
busy getting trampled on. Though 
Palin did not give me an auto- 
graph, I thoroughly enjoyed my 
night of laughing at my fellow 
republicans. 
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Who will be our next president? 


One final look at the 
candidates’ policies 


before the election 


By CANDICE SEPLOW 
Contributing Reporter 


This year’s presidential elec- 
tion seems to be pretty interest- 
ing, considering the financial 
madness our country is currently 
going through and determining 
how to get us out of this crisis. 
Both politicians, John McCain 
and Barack Obama, have come up 
with suggestions to help improve 
our economic state and pull us 
out of this catastrophe. All the 
information obtained in this arti- 
cle has been provided to you 
through the Washington post’s 
Wi hese et A. , 
www.washingtonpost.com, which 
I highly recommend using for 
reliable updates about the debate. 

John Sidney McCain III is a 
representative and a senator from 
Arizona. He was born on Aug. 29, 
1936, in the Panama Canal Zone. 
He graduated from the United 
States Naval Academy at 
Annapolis, MD. in 1958 and also 
from the National War College at 
Washington D.C. in 1973. He 
served as a pilot in the U.S. Navy 
from 1958-1981. In 1967 he was a 
prisoner of war until 1973. He’s 
been awarded the Silver Star, 
Legion of Merit, Purple Heart and 
Distinguished Flying Cross. He 
was elected. as a Republican in 


Nov. 5, 2008 


pees a 


1982 to the Ninety-eighth 
Congress and then reelected to 
the Ninety-ninth Congress in 
1984 and served from Jan. 3, 
1983, to Jan. 3, 1987. McCain was 
elected to the U.S. Senate in 1986 
and then reelected in 1992, 1998 
and 2004 for the term ending 
Jan. 3, 2011. 

Barack Obama is a senator 
from Illinois. He was born on 
Aug. 4, 1961 in Honolulu, Hawaii. 
He obtained early education in 
Jakarta, Indonesia and Hawaii, 
continuing his education at 
Occidental College, Los Angeles, 
Calif., and Columbia University, 
New York City. Studying law at 
Harvard University, where he 
became the first African 
American president of the 
Harvard Law Review, in 1992. At 
the University of Chicago Obama 
was the Lecturer on constitution- 
al law. From 1997 — 2004 he was 
elected to the Illinois state Senate. 
And also in 2004 he was elected 
as a Democrat to the U.S. Senate 
for the term beginning Jan. 3, 
2005. 

Senator John McCain’s beliefs 
on the health care system are 
“real health care reform must put 
individuals and families, not 
bureaucrats, at the center of our 
health care system. Americans 
deserve leadership for real reform 
that provides greater access to 
high-quality health care and ends 
spiraling costs. But the road to 
reform does not lead through 
Washington and a hugely expen- 
sive, bureaucratic, government- 
controlled system. We have all 


tangled enough with the existing 
bureaucracy to know that even 
more will diminish, not improve, 
quality. I believe the best way to 
expand access and control costs, 
without hurting the quality of our 
health care, is to harness competi- 
tion to offer more affordable 
insurance options for as many 
Americans as possible, and to 
leverage innovation, such as low- 
cost health clinics in retail stores 
for example and cost-effective- 
ness of our nation’s firms to put 
an end to existing rigid, unfriend- 
ly bureaucracies...” 

Senator Barack Obama’s sug- 
gestions to improve our health 
care system are “Every American 
has the right to affordable, com- 
prehensive and portable health 
coverage. My plan will ensure that 
all Americans have health care 
coverage through their employ- 
ers, private health plans, the fed- 
eral government, or the states. My 
plan builds on and improves our 
current insurance system, which 
most Americans continue to rely 
upon, and creates a new public 
health plan for those currently 
without coverage. Under my plan, 
Americans will be able to choose 
to maintain their current cover- 
age if they choose to. For those 
without health insurance I will 
establish a new public insurance 
program, and provide subsides to 
afford care for those who need 
them...” 

On Oct. 10 Senator John 
McCain proposed that retirees 
should not be required to cash in 
their stocks from their retirement 
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accounts until they are of the age 
of 70-and-a-half. Current rules 
require that liquidation of 401(k) 
plans begin when seniors are at 
that age. McCain feels this could 
help our economy during this eco- 
nomic collapse. But with the stock 
market collapsing, their accounts 
have a lesser value than they 
believe them to have. Under the 
current rules, they would have to 
sell at a huge loss. “To spare 
investors from being forced to sell 
their stocks at just the time when 
the market is hurting the most, 
those rules should be suspended,” 
McCain said. In an interview with 
ABC’s Charlie Gibson on 
Thursday, Oct. 10, McCain said 
that his rescue plan would be 
“part of the $700 billion, new 
money, if necessary.” 

On Oct. 13, the Washington 
post posted an article about 
Obama’s proposal for new eco- 
nomic measures, So far he has 
added $60 billion in tax breaks 
and other benefits to his econom- 
ic stimulus plan, and urged 
Congress to act quickly after the 
election to provide relief to the 
working middleclass. While 
McCain has reportedly consid- 
ered but not yet spelled out any 
additional economic recovery 
steps. In the late afternoon of Oct 
13, Obama outlined several costly 
new proposals in his speech. They 
include a temporary tax credit for 
firms that create jobs in the 
United States, Penalty-free 401(k) 
and IRA withdrawals through 
2009, to allow families to with- 
draw up to 15 percent of their sav- 


ings, up to $10,000; a 90-day 
foreclosure standstill for home- 
owners making “good-faith 
efforts” to keep up with their 
mortgage payments; creating a 
new entity to lend to state and 
local governments, allowing for 
an effort similar to the liquidity 
assistance that the Federal 
Reserve recently extended to 
commercial banks; and the tem- 
porary elimination of taxes on 
unemployment insurance bene- 
fits. Obama raised the prospect of 
government aid to the automobile 
industry and more aggressive fed- 
eral action to help banks and free 
up consumer credit. He has 
already outlined benefits such as 
a middle-class tax break, deliv- 
ered immediately in the form of a 
check, and small-business incen- 
tives that total about $115 billion 
over two years. 

Whenever I hear someone 
talking about voting it’s mostly 
“Vote yes on question number 
two.” Now I’m not saying that 
question number two isn’t an 
important topic, but we should be 
more concentrated on choosing a 
representative for our country 
that is going to pull us up out of 
this financial situation. Each sen- 
ator has good ideas and sugges- 
tions to help our economy, but 
which ones will actually work and 
which ones will fail? That's where 
the people’s decision making 
comes into play. We have to 
decide whether they're actually 
going to do what they say, or 
they’re just telling us what we 
want to hear. 
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from AP wire reports 


Federal judge orders 
Justice Department to 
produce warrantless 
wiretapping memos 


WASHINGTON- A judge has 
ordered the Justice Department to 
produce White House memos that 
provide the legal basis for the 
Bush administration’s post-Sept. 
11 warrantless wiretapping pro- 
gram. 

U.S. District Judge Henry 
Kennedy Jr. signed an order 
Friday requiring the department to 
produce the memos by the White 
House legal counsel’s office by 
Nov. 17. He said he will review 
the memos in private to determine 
if any information can be released 
publicly without violating attor- 
ney-client privilege or jeopardiz- 
ing national security. 

Kennedy issued his order in 
response to lawsuits by civil liber- 
ties groups in 2005 after news 
reports disclosed the wiretapping. 

The department had argued 
that the memos were protected 
attorney-client communications 
and contain classified information. 

But Kennedy said that the 
attorney-client argument was “too 
vague” and that he would have to 
look at the documents himself to 
determine if that argument is valid 
and also to see if there is informa- 
tion that can be released without 
endangering national security. 


African-Americans _ feel 
joy, caution, hope and 
pride as Obama nears 
mountaintop 

Lula Cooper expects the tears to 
flow if Barack Obama becomes the 
first black president. But she’s not 
breaking out the tissues just yet. 

“T cried when I marked my bal- 
lot for him. We’ve had such an 
incredible journey to this point,” 
said the former civil rights activist, 
her voice quavering. “I think he’s 
going to win, but I really am very, 
very cautious.” 

Like a Hollywood blockbuster 
whose conclusion feels assured but 
still sets the heart racing, the 
endgame of this election has 
gripped black America with a pow- 
erful mixture of emotions. 

Obama’s potential victory repre- 
sents a previously unimaginable tri- 
umph over centuries of racism. But 
beneath the hope and pride lies fear: 
of polling inaccuracy, voting chi- 
canery, or the type of injustice and 
violence that have historically 
stymied African-American progress. 

Cooper, 75, experienced the 
oppression of the 1950s and ‘60s as 
she was dragged off to jail for 
protesting segregation in 
Wilmington, Del., where her hus- 
band was DuPont’s first black 
chemist. Now living in the 
Southwest, she said she experi- 
enced modem politics when her 
husband lost a recent bid to 
become their city’s first black 
mayor. 


Toxins delay build 


Continued from Page 1 


The PCB's were found in another 
round of testing completed in 
September by a different environmental 
testing firm. 

Both the PCB's and asbestos have 
to be properly removed from the build- 
ing before it can be demolished to make 
way for the construction of the new 
Allied Health and Technology Center 
on the site. 

The cost of the removal of the 
PCB's will be under $100,000 accord- 
ing to Wolfe. The removal of the PCB's 
and asbestos will be done at the same 
time. Once these hazardous materials 
are removed the building will be demol- 
ished. 

The asbestos and PCB removal and 
demolition will take approximately two 


months to complete. It is expected to 
begin some time late spring or summer 
according to Wolfe. 

Once the asbestos and PCB's are 
removed the title to the property will be 
transferred to the college from the City 
of Lawrence. The college needs to 
resolve the environmental issues before 
they can receive the title. 

The project also faced an additional 
setback last year when a traffic-light 
switching station located in the base- 
ment of the building that controls the 
lights in downtown Lawrence had to be 
moved. The city has since moved the 
switching station to a sidewalk utility 
box across the street from the mall. 

Although several delays have 
caused the In Town Mall project to take 
a step back from beginning demolition 


and construction, the recent approval by 
the state legislature of a $2 billion bond 
bill is allowing the project to move for- 
ward. The $2 billion higher education 
capital bond bill includes $24 million in 
funding for NECC's Allied Health and 
Technology Center. 

According to Wolfe the current 
economic situation in the state has not 
affected the funding for this project. 

The next phase of the project is 
design and construction of the new 
building. The college is currently work- 
ing with an architect on the design for 
the building. The design plans are 
expected to be complete in the spring. 
The groundbreaking will occur in 2009 
and the construction of the building 
should take no more than two years 
according to Wolfe. 


MEA trip worth school funds 


Continued from Page 1 


Although we would later peruse 
the extensive collection contained in 
the body of the museum, which is 
currently in the process of building a 
huge, new $400 million modern 
wing, we immediately made a bee- 
line for the Assyrian. exhibit. Clay 
tablets etched with the ancient writ- 
ten language of cuneiform abounded, 
ranging from several square feet to 
one square inch in size. Alabaster 
facades with epic imagery depicting 
grand battles and conquests, rusty 
and conical iron helmets, and intri- 
cately carved agate cylinder seals 
(ostensibly created for use as person- 
al identifying stamps, although we 
speculated that they could have been 
used as some of the earliest forms of 
smash-and-tag graffiti artwork) lined 
the double-glass display cases. 

One of the more interesting 
pieces held a distinct connection to 
modern-day folklore, as well. There 
were several examples of small 
sculptures depicting the demon 
Pazuzu, who was a fearsome and 
malevolent: entity, yet the amulets 
and statuettes were used during 
childbirth to dissuade Pazuzu's 


enemy Lamashtu from daring to 
attack the newborns. Pazuzu had the 
ability to manifest himself into a 
physical form if necessary, using his 
carved form as a gateway to our 
plane of existence. It was this ability 
that allowed him to escape the demon 
plane, as shown in the film “The 
Exorcist,” and possess the body of 
Linda Blair. Though Ms. Blair swears. 
by special effects and her natural tal- 
ents, we can only guess at the extent 
to which she engaged in the tech- 
nique of method acting in order to 
appear to have been wholly con- 
trolled by Pazuzu. “Captain Howdy,” 
indeed. The MFA & the British 
Museum have allowed us to see the 
truth, and its name is Pazuzu. 

Our trip was underwritten by the 
NECC Fund, which is a private trust 
that provides endowment for educa- 
tion-related activities, and that gath- 
ers its available monies from “alum- 
ni, faculty, staff, and community 
friends of NECC,” according to the 
application a teacher must fill out in 
order to procure such funds. Our 
NECC student IDs allowed for dis- 
counted tickets to the museum, but 
the NECC Fund was able to pick up 


the tab for the remaining ticket fees, 
as well as the cost of procuring a bus 
and driver for the trek from Haverhill 
to Boston. 

All considerations considered for 
consideration, the fact that we had 
the opportunity to make such a voy- 
age is remarkable. 

The learning process envelops 
much more than simple rote recita- 
tion for many of us, as illustrated by 
student Tracy DiJulia when she said, 
“I'll remember the exhibit much 
longer than I'll remember quiz ques- 
tions or the topics of my essay 
papers.” 

The support of the arts and sci- 
ences in the form of both scholastic 
and curatorial institutions, through 
both philanthropic endeavors and 
simple physical attendance, is highly 
underrated. Any time these acts can 
be preserved for posterity, in the 
same way that is done at schools and 
museums, they must be. For the sake 
of our species, please encourage 
these actions as often as possible, and 
remember to give back even after 
you've accomplished your ultimate 
goal of Guitar Hero World 
Champion. “You Know, For Kids!” 


Price of admission for film:.a pair of socks 


Amnesty Intemational is planning 
a sock drive here at the college begin- 
ning on Nov. 18 to help the Naco 
Center for Migrant Resources. In 
preparation for the sock drive, the film 
“Al Norte” will be shown as part of the 
Human Rights Film Festival on 
Tuesday, Nov. 18 from 12:15 p.m. to 
1:30 p.m. in room E155. This film fes- 
tival is sponsored by Professors 
Stephen Slaner and Andrew Morse. 

The Center for Migrant Resources 
is a bi-national project directed by 
Cecile Lumer and staffed by volunteers 
from Bisbee, Ariz. and Naco, Sonora, a 
small Mexican border town. Its sole 
purpose is to protect the humanity and 
safety of migrants who have been 
detained and returned to Mexico by 
U.S. authorities. Since the center 
opened in January of this year, it has 
assisted 7,323 migrants. 

Everyone who arrives at the Center 


is given a bologna sandwich or a cup of 
soup and a place to sit inside, out of the 
elements. Those with blistered feet are 
given a new pair of white socks, a com- 
modity in high demand. Those in need 
of medical care are escorted to the 
Mexican Red Cross. The Center works 
with the Mexican Consulate in 
Douglas, Ariz.; Grupo Beta; and Iglesia 
de Camino to meet people’s survival 
needs and help them return to their 
homes. 

The film, a one-hour documentary 
made by eres TV Mexico, will bring 
you into the world of migrants served 
by the Naco Center. It shows the life 
circumstances and stories of people 
who have put their whole life in a back- 
pack to go “Al Norte”’(to the North). It 
shows their sad good-byes to their 
loved ones as they make a trip they 
have never wanted to make and one 
from which they may never retum 


alive. 

“Al Norte” ‘puts a human face on 
the suffering of the people who attempt 
this perilous journey—the fear of being 
caught, the heat of the desert, the 
anguish of pain and death and the des- 
peration of living in hiding far from 
their families who are waiting for word 
that may never come 

Attempts to cross the border by 
immigrants have increased 300 percent 
since NAFTA. The Coalicion de 
Derechos Humanos (The Human 
Rights Coalition), a non-governmental 
human rights organization, reports in 
the fiscal year 10/1/07 to 9/26/08 that 
183 bodies have been recovered on the 
Arizona/Sonora border. 


Along with a request for new white 
socks, Lumer said, “Look at this [film] 
and you'll understand why the Center 
exists, and why we do what we do.” 


‘Campus Briefs 


Project Warm and Fuzzy 


The Student Senate is collecting donations of new 


hats, mittens, scarves, gloves and underwear for the 


Lazarus House Family Shelter. The items must be new 
with tags attached. The boxes are located in the lobby of 
every building on campus except for the Behrakis cen- 
ter. For more information please contact 978-556-3739. 


A Christmas Carol Auditions 

Auditions for “A Christmas Carol” will be held on 
Monday, Nov. 10 at 7 p.m. in the Top Notch Theater on 
the Haverhill campus. Auditions are open to students, 
faculty, staff, administrators and children. No experi- 
ence or preparation is necessary. For more information 
contact Susan Sanders at 978-556-3374. 


ee 
Worid News 


Compiled by the Observer staff — 
from AP wire reports | 


Iraqis watching US 
election 


BAGHDAD- Iraqis are fol- 
lowing this week’s U.S. election 
but the big news here is the ongo- 
ing effort to forge a new security 
agreement that would keep U.S. 
troops here for most of the new 
president’s first term. 

The contest between Sen. 
Barack Obama and Sen. John 
McCain has attracted most atten- 
tion in Kurdistan, the three 
provinces of northern Iraq where 
the Kurds have enjoyed self-rule 
since 1991. 

Several Kurdish newspapers 
have dedicated full pages to the 
U.S. campaign. Most papers have 
expressed concern that Obama 
would pay less attention to the 
Kurds, who have used their close 
ties to the U.S. to bolster their 
political clout in Iraq. 

Elsewhere, many Iraqis 
appear less concemed with the 
election, despite striking differ- 
ences between Obama and 
McCain over the war. 

Obama opposed the conflict 
from the start and promises to end 
it. McCain was a strong supporter 
of the 2003 invasion as well as the 
troop surge. He promises to pur- 
sue the war to victory. 

But many Iraqis say they 
believe the new president will 
look at Iraq differently once the 
votes are in. They can’t imagine a 
US. president anxious to leave a 
country with such oil wealth and 
strategic position in the Middle 
East. 

Haider Abdul-Muhsin, a 35- 
year-old Shiite bus driver in 
Baghdad, said he’s seen American 
presidents come and go but “we 
saw no difference in their dealings 
with Iraq.” 

“J don’t care who wins the 
U.S. elections because it is the 
institutions, not individuals, that 
decide U.S. long-term policies,” 
he said. 

The idea that institutions and 
not presidents determine U.S. pol- 
icy helps explain why the security 
agreement commands so much 
attention. The agreement, under 
negotiation for months, would 
keep U.S. troops in Iraq for three 
more years but give Iraqis a 
greater role in deciding U.S. mili- 
tary operations. 

It would also take U.S. troops 
off the streets of Baghdad and 
other major cities by next summer, 
giving Iraqi soldiers and police a 
greater role in maintaining securi- 
ty. 


Although its campaign cover- 


age has been modest, the govern- 
ment television station aired a 
panel discussion a few days ago 
about the race and plans special 
live reports from Washington on 
election day. 
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Interpreting your dreams 


What really goes on 
when you are 
sleeping? 


By SARA PRESCOTT 
Features Editor 


I feel that 
jalmost every- 
day I am con- 
fronted with 
another per- 
son's dreams. 
It starts with 
a, “I had the 
Cia: 2.4) 6-s.t 
dream last 
night,” then the epic dream 
becomes a reality. Suddenly, 
the storyteller becomes highly 
animated and you find yourself 
lost into their dream. 

At times, they are just 
dreams that seem to fall under 
the category of random, useless 
and not even worth listening to. 
On the other hand, they can be 
straight out of a horror movie 
or completely crazy. Then, 
there are the classic dreams 
that seem so real, that when 
you wake up, reality and the 
dream seem to blend together. 

There have been many 


Observer staff me 


Staff meets Red Sox 
third baseman in 


airport terminal 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


om It was in 


the morning of 
Thursday, Oct. 
30. The 
Observer staff 
was meeting up 
’ at Logan 
Airport prior to 
? hopping west- 
ern bound for 
BO? our trip to 
™ Kansas City. 
We made our way through the 
security checkpoint. Spaced out 
and oblivious to what was going 
on, I started walking toward the 
terminal. I got about 30 feet before 
I realized that no one was behind 
me. I backtracked to see everyone 
crowded outside a Hudson News 
stand, peering inside with admira- 
tion and excitement. I looked to see 
what the big deal was, but the big 
deal wasn't a what at all, but rather 
a who. The Boston Red Sox 2007 
World Series MVP, Mike Lowell, 
was sporting crutches while stand- 
ing at the register purchasing a pre- 
flight pack of gum. 

Nerves took over for half of the 
group, especially our Features 
Editor, Sara Prescott, who was so 
overwhelmed by seeing him that 
she instantly became red with 
exhilaration and utter giddiness to 
the point where she couldn't even 


occurences when dreams play 
out in your life. One second 
you are dreaming about getting 
a great job and then a new 
oppurtunity comes your way 
soon after with no forewarning. 
Some people say it is because 
you have it on your mind 
before you sleep. Yet, I feel as 
if it can be more than just a 
coincidence. 

After being confronted with 
dreams of people 
around me and even my own, I 
decided to do some investigat- 
ing. If everything has signifi- 
cance to it, what is the meaning 
behind our dreams? 

Dreams come in many 
shapes and sizes, legitimately. 
They can be long, very detailed 
dreams with a beginning, mid- 
dle and an end. Or, they can be 
short, sweet and to the point. 

Color plays a key role in 
your dreams, especially when a 
ceratin color is more prominent 
and happens to find its way ina 
majority of your dreams. Black 
is mostly associated with isola- 
tion or a transition period. It 
will also be most prominent 
when you are fighting with 
people around you or in a hos- 
tile environment. Closely relat- 
ed to black, gray also signals a 


countless 


transition period or fear, Ever 
have a dream with an abun- 
dance of water in it? Well blue 
denotes contentment and inner 
peace. If your dreams contain 
the color yellow, this signifies 
that you have confidence in 
yourself. Red and pink are col- 
ors of passion and love. 

The best dream comes when 
your walking down the street 
on a beautiful day, the sky is 
clear and everything is fine and 
dandy, until you have a rude 
awakening that you are walking 
down the street naked. It hap- 
pens to the best of us-the 
dream, not the reality-but 
dreams like this have many 
meanings behind them. Nudity 
is a sign of vulnerabilty, espe- 
cially if you are caught off 
guard in the dream. It is also a 
sign that you are hiding some- 
thing and you subconsciously 
want to let it out. Another rea- 
son for the naked phenomenom 
is that it symbolizes that you 
are confident in your true self. 

Even animals play a signifi- 
cant role in dreams. If an alli- 
gator appears, it is a dream of 
caution. Birds are usually asso- 
ciated with freedom and libera- 
tion from a certain responsibil- 
ity. Snakes, spiders and sharks 


are never good in real life, and 
the same goes for your dreams. 


Sharks represent something 
that is threatening you, while 
snakes are along the same 
lines. 


The significance of a dream 
can also be found in where the 
dream happens. Dreaming that 
you are at a carnival can sym- 
bolize falsehood and deception, 
especially if you witness freak- 
ish things at this place. If you 
find yourself on a ride, this can 
mean that you are going in cir- 
cles and can not find a way out 
of something. If you are experi- 
encing a frightening dream or 
are at a cemetary then this can 
mean that you are feeling some 
kind of grief or unresolved sad- 
ness. Walking through the 
desert can be a sign of misfor- 
tune or being lost, yet on the 
other hand, being in a grassy 
field can signify prosperity and 
happiness. If you find yourself 
in heaven, this might mean that 
you are looking for happiness, 
experiencing growth or trying 
to escape a problem that you 
might be experiencing in your 
life. 

Ever have a nightmare when 
you are fighting with a friend 
or dealing with an uncomfort- 


- ourselves. 


able situation. Nightmares are 
a subcategory of dreams, where 
they evoke a specific emotion 
and have a tendency to wakeus 
up. These kinds of dreams can 
symbolize an unconscious deci- 
sion to deal with a problem or 
Situation that you have been 
hiding or avoiding. 

Sometimes, dreams are easi- 
ly forgotten but the worst part 
is that they keep coming back. 
Recurring dreams can be the 
result of an important message 
that you are trying to communi- 
cate with yourself. They can be 
triggered by certain life situa- 
tions and can build a pattern, 
whether it be weekly, monthly 
or even yearly. 

Everyone has their own 
unique dream experience and 
can interpret them on their 
own. Bottom line, dreams are a 
way of communicating with 
There are other 
countless dreams I have not 
even mentioned and they can be 
interpreted in endless ways, or 
they can even be as straight 
forward as they seem. Yet, now 
you have some understanding 
behind your own dreams and 
someone else's, especially if 
they decide to share it. 


ets Lowell 


Observer staff photo 


Editors Hansel Lopez and Julie Varney, respectively, enjoy the company of third baseman Mike Lowell 
in a Hudson News stand at Logan Airport early on Thursday morning. 


bring herself to approach the man. 
Opinions Editor Hansel Lopez, a 
devout New York Yankees fan, 
even found himself weak at the 
knees when he approached Lowell 
for a picture. 

“I've met a lot of famous peo- 
ple in my day, but I've never really 
been so nervous. I am actually sur- 
prised about how nervous I really 
was”, said Lopez. 

I felt the same as Hansel and 
this was the second time I've met 
him. But with that said I still never 
got any closer than six feet to him. 


Sometimes there's just something 
about unexpectedly meeting a pro- 


fessional athlete that makes us all, 


feel like little girls inside. 

Of the seven of us that were 
there, only three gathered up the 
courage to either speak to or take a 
picture with Lowell: Hansel, News 
Editor Julie Varney and myself, 
although I only spoke to him from 
my 6-foot comfort zone. Hansel 
and Julie» captured great pictures 
with him. While I snapped a gen- 
uinely paparazzi like photo of him 
from my cell phone while he paid 


for his gum. 

“So where are you flying to,” 
Varney asked. 

“I'm heading home to Miami,” 
replied Lowell. 

I saw the opportunity to make 
my impact on the conversation so I 


interrupted with, “ Miami, you're- 


so lucky. We're going to Missouri, 
probably not quite as nice.” f 
He laughed (that's right, I made 
Mike Lowell laugh) and agreed 
with me: “You're right, it's proba- 
bly just as cold there as it is here.” 
At that juncture I felt I had 


taken up enough of his time, said 
goodbye and good luck, and we 
made our way toward our gate to 
Missouri. Although our flight was- 
n't for about an hour and a half, we 
never saw him again while we 
walked the terminals. But we 
would never forget how the trip 
had started. I must have sent the 
picture on my phone to virtually 
everyone on my contact list. At the 
time of departure we boarded the 
plane, still bewildered from what 
had occurred long before. What a 
way to start a trip. 
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Get ready for Top Notch Players 


The Top Notch 
Players are preparing 


to amuse you 


By MERISSA LIVERMORE- 


JOHNSON 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


It is fall of 2008 and Northern 
Essex Community College's Top 
Notch Players are getting ready to put 
on their first show of the school year, 
“The Musical Comedy Murders of 
1940.” Don't let the title fool you 
though, this is not a musical. Jim 
Murphy, one of the two theater pro- 
fessors on the Haverhill campus and 
the principal director for the Top 
Notch Theater Productions, described 
the play as a mystery that centers 
around a musical comedy production 
team. Murphy also stated that “The 

|| Musical Comedy Murders of 1940” is 
a mystery done farcically. 

When asked about a basic plot 
summary Murphy described a play 
much like the game Clue, except it 
centers around a musical production 
feam where the last time the group 
‘got together to do a Broadway show 
three chorus girls were killed, making 
the play essentially a who done it 
kind of deal. The Top Notch Players 
have been preparing for this show 
| since the beginning of September, 
and are very excited to perform it for 
a live audience from Nov. 7-9 and 
|| Nov. 13-15 at 7:30 p.m. in the Top 
Notch Theater, third floor of the 
Spurk building. When asked what 
they thought, Ryan Jennings, Michael 
Johnson, Daniel Potter and Orlik 
Gozman all agreed that it was a very 
fun show and everyone should come 
| see it. Mind you not all of them are 
theater majors, or at least weren't 

when they began to perform for the 
| Top Notch Player's. When asked 
about their experiences with the pro- 
_ gram and whether they would recom- 
mend for other students to try out for 


Ha ha 


_ Your favorite source 
for Hollywood gossip 
_at NECC 


By MErISSA LIVERMORE- 


JOHNSON 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


] 

| 
- control. 
retirements to 
family music 
reunions, some 
of the rumors 
are true, others 
not so much. 
Whether it be 
about movies, video games, stars or 
lovers, the drama never stops, always 

adding fuel to the fire. 

Joaquin Phoenix Retires: The 
two-time Oscar nominee stated his 


| 
| 


Tetirement at the age of 34, which he 
| turned on Oct 28, on the red carpet at 
a Monday benefit for the Association 
| of Hole in the Wall Camps, a charity 
| founded by Paul. Newman. He 

Stunned an E!Online reporter, saying, 

“This will be my last performance as 

an actor. I'm not doing films any- 

more...I've been through that. I've 
done it...I'm dead serious.” Joaquin 

Phoenix's last film that will be 

Teleased is “Two Lovers,” a drama he 

Stars in with Gwyneth Paltrow. 

Phoenix is apparently giving up act- 

ing to pursue music, a passion of his 


future plays, the responses were 
inspiring. 

“I wasn't a theater major when I 
got cast as a lead in “A Midsummer 
Night's Dream.” I loved it so much I 
switched my major and haven't 
looked back,” said Johnson about 
how performing has effected him. 

Potter, who isn't a theater major, 
had an even more enthusiastic 
response about trying out: “Do it!” 
Potter says, “It's a great experience. 
You don't have to be a theater major. 
I'm not! I do it cause I love it!” 

While talking to Murphy and 
Susan Sanders, the other theater pro- 
fessor and set designer, costume 
designer, technical director, and the 
person who takes care of all the little 
details; they gave some advice on try- 
ing out and how this semester has 
worked on the set of “The Musical 
Comedy Murders of 1940.” Sanders 
explained that the set for the play is 
challenging, more so than most plays, 
because it's set in a mansion outside 
New York City in a blizzard, but fur- 
ther details were not given because of 
the importance of maintaining the 
plays mystery. As for finding people 

‘to try out for the play itself , Murphy 
responded. 

“We had a good response in the 
auditions. It's a cast of ten, and we 
had 30, give or take a few, audition, 
and what that does for me as the 
director is it gives choices. 
Possibilities. The ten people that have 
been cast in the show is a good mix of 
people who have worked with me 
before, and those who are brand new 
to either the theater program, or brand 
new to the college. Of ten I think it's 
50/50.” 

Many people may think they 
don't have the time or aren't good 
enough to try out, or that their work 
and class schedules are too demand- 
ing, but that isn't true. There has only 
been one case where someone could- 
n't perform, and it was agreed that he 
was just too busy to be able to make 
it to the required rehearsals. When 
students audition they are asked to 
complete a full schedule, and some- 


times their availability, or lack of it, 
can be a determining factor, but more 
often than not it isn't. 

“Other plays may break it down 
in such a way that I can take this 
block of time on Monday and I only 
need these three actors. So what I do 
from their audition material is to take 
a look at their schedules and compare 
it to my schedule and craft a rehears- 
al schedule that carries them all the 
way out to closing night. So that 
those who have indicated that they 
customarily work on a Wednesday 
night for example, but its flexible, 
they have enough notice on the 
schedule that they can go negotiate 


Hollywood 


since he learned to play guitar in 
order to perform the role of Johnny 
Cash in 2005's "Walk the Line." 
Jackson 5 ~*Reunion 
Rumors: A_ confirmation by 
Jermaine Jackson that a Jackson 5 
comeback tour and album were in the 
works. Jermaine told the Australian 
Associated Press that all the original 
group members, including Michael 
Jackson, were working on new mate- 
nial and an upcoming reunion tour. 
"This has been a long time coming, 
for the Jackson family to get back 
together," he said. He also claimed 
that little sister Janet Jackson would 
be the opening act on all the Jackson 
5 tour dates. Granted its been decades 
since the Jackson's have been togeth- 
er as a musical group, and no longer 
have the same young voices they 
once did, but not all is well. Michael 
Jackson claims that he will not be 
part of the reunion. Michael Jackson 
wrote in response to Jermaine 
Jackson's claims, "My brothers and 
sisters have my full love and support, 
and we've certainly shared many 
great experiences, but at this time [ 
have no plans to record or tour with 
them, I am now in the studio devel- 
oping new and exciting projects that I 
look forward to sharing with my fans 
in concert soon." Oh well. 
“Thriller” Celebrates 25 
Year Anniversary: While on the 
subject of Michael Jackson, 
“Thriller,” Jackson's horror short film 
music video, celebrates its 25 year 
anniversary. Many fans are making 
remakes of the iconic “Thriller” 
dance that holds its place in many 
people's hearts and even has a scene 
in the 2004 Jennifer Garner film “13 
Going on 30.” There is even 


“Thriller” the Indian version on 
YouTube.com. For those of you that 
live in the stone age and don't know 
the video, it starts with a scene from 
a movie that Jackson and his date are 
on, then goes to their walk home 
when they get surrounded by zom- 
bies and he turns into one of them, 
the catch is though, the zombies can 
really dance, and Jackson is a black 
man. 

Resident Evil Four Movie 
Script in the Works: According to 
director Paul W.S. Anderson, he will 
begin writing the fourth script to his 
hugely successful, if not hugely con- 
troversial in the video game world, 
Resident Evil Saga, which is very 
loosely based off of the video games 
which originated in Japan. “Resident 
Evil,” the first movie had nothing to 
do with the video game and people 
were pissed, but “Resident Evil: 
Apocalypse” followed the plot line of 
the video game Resident Evil Three: 
Nemesis relatively well. As for 
“Resident Evil: Extinction,” it had 
some video game characters like 
Claire Redfield and Carlos Olivera, 
but there is no current Resident Evil 
game that is even remotely like the 
movie. As for what is in store in the 
next installment for Anderson's wife 
Mila Jovovich, who plays the 
Resident Evil heroine Alice who 
never appears in any of the video 
games, any one could guess, but only 
Anderson, and probably Jovovich, 
know. For the Resident Evil Video 
Game fans, there is hope in the 
future. Resident Evil Five, the video 
game featuring a few new people and 
the very much beloved and hated 
Albert Wesker, will be released 
March 13, 2009. Mark your calen- 


with their work place. 'Can I have 
these nights off over the next couple 
of weeks.” Murphy explained about 
the rehearsal scheduling process. 

When it got down to how long 
rehearsals usually last it was said, “I 
deliberately start it off with an easy 
schedule, we meet maybe twice a 
week for a couple of weeks, then it 
becomes more intensive as we get 
through. I try not to use Friday night 
or Saturday night.” 

It may seem like a lot to most 
people, but it's really not. Most actors 
have more time demanding rehearsals 
and a not so understanding director. 

So now here we are, the begin- 


NINTENDE TS. 


Courtesy of Ernie Greenslade 
Michael Johnson, right, of Amesbury as Ken, Josh Everett of Haverhill as Roger, 
and Casey Hatch of Haverhill as Nikki. 


ning of November, and the Top Notch 
Player's are ready to show NECC, 
and everyone else, what they've got. 
In the press release sent to student 
emails, the performance dates, times 
and ticket prices were announced. 
Students pay $8 and non-students pay 
$10. For those of you who have never 
attended a play by the NECC Top 
Notch Player's this is one play that 
you won't want to miss. Come sup- 
port your fellow students and attend 
one, two, maybe all the performances 
if you please. 

For additional information call 
Susan Sanders at 978-556-3374 or 
Jim Murphy at 978-556-3377. 


MCTcampus Photo 


“Resident Evil Deadly Silence,” one of the many 
Resident Evil video games Anderson’s not using. 


dars. 

Travis Barker Emerges: 
Travis Barker was seen on Oct 23 for 
the first time since the plane he was 
in crashed, killing two of his friends. 
Barker was all bandaged up and 
looked a little depressed, but seems 
to be okay otherwise. 

Carrie Underwood has a 
new man: Carrie Underwood was 
seen having dinner with former 
“Bachelor” Travis Stork earlier last 
week. The duo reportedly hit up 
Stephen Starr's French bistro Pare in 
Philadelphia. During the dinner, 
where two friends joined them, a fel- 
low Parc diner told People Magazine 
that Carrie referred to Travis as her 
"boyfriend." 

"They were very cute," the 
diner added. "After dinner they even 
skipped down the sidewalk together 
as they left." Stork was also pho- 


tographed backstage at Underwood's 
concert in Topeka, Kansas. 

Overall the drama was well 
maintained, no huge fights, and only 
one blast from the past being relived 
as it was the big sales story last year 
was when Kanye West's 
“Graduation” and 50 Cent's “Curtis” 
were released on the same day. Fiddy 
promised to retire if Kanye outsold 
him, a promise he quickly broke once 
Kanye did just that. But now, as both 
rappers prepare to go head-to-head 
again in December, when their new 
albums are released only a week 
apart, a kinder and gentler 50 has 
changed his tune. Fiddy told the press 
this week that his feud with Mr. West 
is over, even going so far as to praise 
his onetime rival. Congrats to them. 
Stay tuned and we'll see if any of that 
is the truth. 
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“No, what | said was ‘shouldn’t,’ not 


‘wouldn't,’ cause an allergic reaction. 


” 


“Well, guys ... this is me.” 


“Artie, don’t freak out, but there’s 


a spider on your back ...” 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 “The Naked and 


the Dead” author 


7 Small quantity 

10 Hurry 

14 Disregard 

15 Aussie bird 

16 Director 
Preminger 

17 Fireplace shelf 

18 Hollywood 
notable 

20 December 24 
and 31 

21 Hockey players, 
for example 

23 “__ the 
ramparts...” 

24 Bakery fixtures 

25 Irish county 

26 Mortgage 
securities 

27 Sun. talk 

28 Perfect 

31 Clan.divisions 

33 Propel a shell 

36 Trinidad music 

38 Visual blight 

40 Printer’s 
measures 

41 Lofty nest 

43 Renowned 

44 Chart-topper 

45 Surface shine 


- 47 Family car 


50 Nappy leather 

51 Wham! 

54 Kind of 
insurance 

56 Heroic legend 

57 Type of well 

58 Nation on the 
Baltic Sea 

60 Falsehoods 

61 Genetic material 

62 Holy 

63 For fear that 

64 Double curve 

65 Set a tax on 


DOWN 

1 Outmoded 
copier, briefly 

2 Century plant 

3 More central of 
two 

4 Oodles 

5 Before, to 
Burns 
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6 Experience deja 


vu 
7 Half a football 
team 
8 Off the mark 
9 Weightiness 
10 List of names 
11 Absolute 
12 Bart or Ringo 
13 Child’s name for 
Dobbin 
19 Be logical 
22 Bleep out 
24 Creates art on 
canvas 
26 Non-clerical 
27 Porker’s pad 
28 Hot diamonds 
29 Quayle or Marino 
30 Golfer Ernie 
32 Kitchen gadget 
33 Decay 
34 Raw mineral 
35 Married 
37 Hardened 
39 Distress letters 
42 New World 
lizards 


Solutions 


A 
Ss 
Y 
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44 Most robust 

46 Black Sea port 

47 “We __ 
Overcome” 

48 Weird 

49 Palm fruits 

50 Reads hastily 


51 San Diego pro 

52 Curved moldings 

53 Magicians’ 
batons 

55 Employ 

56 Min. parts 

59 Existed 


transfer students 


Academic Excellence 


Strength & Conditioning. 


Come Visit Us! 


www.merrimack.edu ¢ 


admission@merrimack.edu ° 


© Catholic, coeducational college 
¢ Transfer application process and credit approval — both liberal and efficient 
¢ Academic and need-based scholarships available 

.° Transfer admission for both fall and spring semesters 
¢ Majors offered through Liberal Arts, Science and Engineering, Business 
¢ Housing available to transfer students 
¢ Close to Boston with easy access to the city, beaches, ski resorts 
* Cooperative Education, Internships, Study Abroad available to 


Accounting, Athletic Training, Biology/Biotechnology, Chemistry, 

Civil Engineering, Computer Science/Information Technology, 
Communication Studies, Criminology, Economics, Electrical & Computer 
Engineering, English, Fine Arts/Art and Art History/Digital Media Arts, 
Finance, French, Health Science, History, International Business, 
Management/Sports Management, Marketing, Mathematics, Philosophy, 
Physics, Political Science, Psychology, Religious Studies, Romance Languages, 
Sociology, Spanish, Sports Medicine/ Pre-Physical Therapy/ 


¢ Attend a Transfer Student Open House and take a tour 
(see www.merrimack.edu/register) 

¢ Schedule a personal visit with our Director of Transfer Admission. 
Call 978-837-5100 for an appointment. 


NORTH ANDOVER, MA 


Merrimack C 


You want to 
_transfer to a 
college that fits. 


' At Merrimack 
College, we 
make that easy. 


978-837-5100 


ollege 


awe Vows en 


WHE 
GHITEREIND 
_ MONOLOGUES 


- , 4 neptune sushi production 


LA} 


Newburyport, MA 


SUNDAY DECEMBER 7 AT 3:00PM 


TICKETS $10 F 


reindeerplay2008.tripod.com 


Directed by 


The Actors Studio 
Mill #1 at The Tannery 


ANU Ys Dy avy augry 


Aaron Gyoss 


50 Water St. 


ARIES (March 21- 
April 20) - Family 
acceptance and social 
support will 
increase over the next few days. 
Areas affected are workplace deci- 
sions, missed home opportunities or 
canceled plans. Loved ones may 
soon appreciate your strict time 
schedule or daily obligations. 
Respond with compliments and 
affection. After Thursday potential 
friendships or new love affairs are 
accented. Use this time to gently 
expand social commitments or move 
romantic relationships to greater leyv- 
els of commitment. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) - Romantic part- 
ners may this week 
request extra time or con- 

sideration. Some Taureans will now 
experience minor differences 
between loved ones and a wave of 
social demands. Maintain balance, if 
possible, and expect a unique com- 
promise to soon be suggested. 
Wednesday through Saturday high- 
lights important breakthroughs in 
working relationships _—_ and/or 
improved understanding with 
authority figures. Pace yourself and 
watch for obvious signals: all is well. 

I| June 21) - Early this week 

friends or lovers may 

Gewix question your workplace 
» insight. For many Geminis repeated 

behaviors or mistrust between col- 


leagues may now be a key concern. 
_ Although career potential is high, 


Taurus 


GEMINI (May 21- 


steadily . 


business relations may be strained. 
Avoid acting as team leader or medi- 
ator and wait for clear signals: your 
recent suggestions will soon be 
adopted. After Thursday a powerful 
romantic overture may be difficult to 
resist. Enjoy brief flirtations but 
expect ongoing social complica- 
tions. 


3 


Cancer 


CANCER (June 22- 
July 22) - New flirtations 
may arrive without warn- 
ing. Many Cancerians 
will now experience several days of 
intense sensuality and renewed 
romantic interest. Opt for ethical, 
long-term commitments: at present 
social or family politics may be 
unusually demanding. Later this 
week thoroughly study all new busi- 
ness and financial documents. 
Miscommunications and unrealistic 
deadlines may soon prove bother- 
some: ensure managers and col- 
leagues understand your limits and 


expectations. 

Je vivid physical attractions 

Leo are accented over the next 
8 days. Pay special attention to 
returning colleagues or friends from 
the past. For many Leos romantic 
invitations and social overtures will 
be emotionally rewarding but short- 
lived. Remain cautious. After 
Wednesday several business officials 
or older colleagues may announce a 
rare group venture or controversial 
team alliance. Refuse to offer an 
opinion: new observations may soon 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) - Love affairs and 


trigger minor tensions. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) - Business and 
financial decisions will 
now require lengthy dis- 
cussion. Early this week a close 
friend or relative may present an 
unexpected legal problem or work- 
place dilemma. Carefully study 
missed payments and ask for full 
details: accuracy and carefully 
examined documents will provide 
valuable insights. Tuesday through 
Thursday accents last minute social 
invitations or complex group activi- 
ties: expect competing egos. After 
Friday enjoy quiet activities: energy 
may be low. 


ip 


Virgo 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
@) 23) - Physical vitality is 
“now increasing. Over the 
nist next few days watch for a 
powerful wave of romantic aware- 
ness, fitness and social interest to 
arrive. Many Librans will now end 
several months of family disillusion- 
ment or stalled intimacy. If so, 
expect steady progress in all home 
decisions and long-term romantic 
promises before mid-November. 
Late Saturday an unusual financial 
dispute may prove annoying. Don't 
expect reliable facts, figures or long- 
term answers before next week. 
IT], Nov. 22) - A friend or 
work mate may now pur- 
Scorpio _posely offer a vague 
description of past events. 
Social alliances and group dynamics 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 


are key issues. Don't rely on others 
for important information: at present 
your own instincts will provide the 
necessary wisdom. Tuesday through 
Saturday a previously silent col- 
league may voice strong opinions 
concerning job seniority or estab- 
lished business methods. Refuse to 
be drawn into workplace disputes or 
triangles: energy may be low. 


SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) - A 
long-term _ friendship 
Sagittarius may now begin to fade. 
Changing lifestyles, new social out- 
lets or resolved romantic triangles 
may be a contributing factor. 
Unproductive relationships will soon 
provide obvious clues and emotional 
hints. Go slow. After mid-week, 
recent family decisions will be 
proven worthwhile. Areas strongly 
affected are minor health matters, 
family obligations and improved liv- 
ing arrangements. Ask loved ones 
for clear descriptions: small details 
will offer valuable insight. 
22-Jan. 20) - Social tim- 


Oo 

: ing and sensitivity to fam- 
sor alse ily change are now vital. 
After a period of silence, friends or 
close relatives will this week benefit 
from public discussion. Address 
underlying feelings but avoid diffi- 
cult decisions: for many Capricorns 
empathy will soon move relation- 
ships forward. Thursday through 
Sunday accents quick financial deci- 
sions and new career pathways. 
Previously delayed or business 


* 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 


ambitions can now be easily 
reclaimed. New training will offer 
positive rewards. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
V\ Feb. 19) - Honesty in the 
Aquarius home will this week work 
to your advantage. Repeated social 
mistakes or differences between sib- 
lings may now require active inter- 
vention. Don't be shy. Over the next 
few weeks loved ones will follow 
your advice and closely study your 
actions for guidance. After mid- 
week some Aquarians will experi- 
ence delayed communications or 
unexpected workplace mistakes. Ask 
officials to provide insight: authority 
figures will soon require bold new 
promises. 


/ PISCES (Feb. 20- 
Ht March 20) - Money negoti- 
Pisces ations, home planning and 
practical decisions may 
this week require careful scrutiny. 
Records, past obligations or paper- 
work will soon prove important. Study 
ownership documents, time allot- 
ments and detailed schedules for valu- 
able clues. Tuesday through Saturday 
watch for a powerful flirtation or last 
minute social invitation. Planetary 
alignments now suggest that a recent- 
ly stalled relationship will move rapid- 
ly forward: expect passionate encoun- 
ters and new compliments. 


NY TO MAKE A 
FERENCE TO TEACH 
HD PROMOTE TOLERANCE 
EY WEEN ANY AND Att 
GROUPS OF GENDER, 
ORIENTATION, RAGE, OR CIFE 


STYLE. THE GRY/STRAIGHT 
ALLIANCE ALSO RIMS TO FIGHT 
DISCRIMINATION AND PREJUDICE 
BETWEEN SAID 

GROUPS BOTH ON AND FRIDAYS 


OFF THE CAMPUS. i2 pm TO i pm 
ROOM C-i08 
PRESIDENT: EVAN SANTIAGO HAYERHILE CAMPUS 


ethat__sautiago «student. vect.mass.edy 


NECC Observer Nov. 5,2008 Page 11 


Red Sox have big 
agenda to address 


Top notch free 
agents flood market 
in offseason 


By MICHAEL ANDERSON 
Contributing Reporter 


With the Red Sox out of the play- 
offs, they now turn their attention to 
the offseason, as they have to make 
important decisions about key free 
agents, including several of their 
own. The biggest decision the Sox 
have to make is whether or not they 
want to re-sign Jason Varitek who 
had a dismal 2008 season. Varitek hit 
a measly .220 in the regular season, 
and just .118 in the postseason. He is 
also going to be 37 when the 2009 
season begins, so it wouldn’t appear 
that the Red Sox are going to cough 
up $13 million a year for four years. 


. However, since he is the captain of 


the team, and is the best game calling 
catcher in baseball, the Red Sox 
might have to be a little more flexible 
in offering him a deal. Presumably, it 
should take two years, maybe even 
three at $11 million a year to get 
Varitek back behind the plate next 
season. 

Catching js in high demand 
across baseball, and if the Sox were 
willing to let Varitek go to another 
team, they could choose to explore a 
trade. The Sox could try to pry Kelly 
Shoppach, a former catching 
prospect of the teams system, from 
the Indians. Last year he hit 21 home 
tuns. With the Sox surplus of pitch- 
ing prospects maybe they could 
entice the Indians into giving up 
Shoppach. Other catching options 
like free agent Josh Bard and Texas 
Rangers’ backstop Gerald Laird are 
also intriguing players, but Bard hit 
just .202 last season with the San 
Diego Padres, and Laird is a career 
.255 hitter who strikes out often. 
Both guys seem suited to be backups, 
but the Red Sox will likely consider 
keeping an eye on both. Either way, 
finding a decent, well-rounded catch- 
er is very rare. If one of them is ayail- 


able, it won’t be cheap or easy to 
acquire him. 

The Red Sox would love to bring 
in another pitcher like Ben Sheets, 
A.J. Burmett, or Ryan Dempster, but 
they will be seeking deals that pay 
$15 million to $20 million a year. An 
option that has interested the Sox is 
Derek Lowe, who left the team after 
the 2004 season. His contract just 
expired, and he’s looking for a deal 
that pays $15 million a year. 
Unfortunately, that $15 million might 
be a little bit more than what the Sox 
would be willing to pay. The durable, 
35 year old Lowe has publically stat- 
ed that he wants to pitch for a strong, 
winning organization. If he would be 
willing to take a pay cut, then maybe 
he would fit into the Red Sox plans. 

The Boston Herald did report that 
the Sox were “monitoring” Los 
Angeles Dodgers’ pitcher Brad 
Penny. They are waiting for the 
Dodgers to decline his $8.75 million 
club option, so they can take a look at 
him. The problem with Penny is that 
after turning in a career year in 2007, 
he labored through the 2008 season 
with shoulder problems. The Sox 
don’t have many free agents of their 
own this fall. Aside from Varitek, 
they wouldn’t be losing much. Mike 
Timlin will be 43 years old, and for 
the second straight year he struggled 
badly. Don’t expect him back unless 
he agrees to a minor league contract 
during the spring. Team cheerleader 
Curt Schilling isn’t expected to return 
and will more than likely retire. 
However he has hinted in the past, 
and on sports radio WEEI that he 
wouldn’t mind pitching for the 
Tampa Bay Rays. Pitchers Bartolo 
Colon and Paul Byrd are question 
marks but don’t really figure into the 
team’s future plans as well. Alex 
Cora, who hit .270 last season, will 
hopefully be re-signed to solidify the 
bench, and there is a possibility that 
Mark Kotsay might be re-signed, 
despite his unproductive postseason. 

The biggest name available on 
the free agent market is slugging first 
baseman Mark Teixeira. Last season 
Teixeira hit .308 with 33 home runs 
and 121 RBIs. When he was traded to 
the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim 


at midseason, he went on a hot streak 
and hit .358. With those numbers, 
Teixeira is probably going to com- 
mand between $18million to $20 
million a year (which he can get) and 
that figure could get much higher, 
especially since his agent is the 
famously stingy Scott Boras. It has 
been no secret that the Red Sox have 
attempted to covet Teixeira for a long 
time. Everything he does causes 
Sox General Manager Theo Epstein 
to drool. He can get on base and hit 
for power. He’s also a switch hitter 
and one of the best fielding first base- 
men in baseball, with two Gold 
Gloves to stake that claim. This also 
poses an interesting question; why 
would the Sox try and outbid the 
Angels and Yankees for another first 
baseman when they already have 
2008 recipient of the Hank Aaron 
Award for best offensive player 
Kevin Youkilis? Well first off, the 
Red Sox can’t have two All-Star first 
basemen playing the same position. 
This is where the future of Mike 
Lowell comes into play. Lowell was 
hampered by a torn, oblique muscle 
down the stretch of 2008, and didn’t 
even play a game in the playoffs 
against the Rays. He played just one 
against the Angels before having to 
submit his position. Teams like the 
Cleveland Indians, Minnesota Twins, 
Detroit Tigers and Dodgers have 
been reported to be in need of a third 
baseman. If the Red Sox could get 
one of those teams to take Lowell and 
his remaining two years and $25 mil- 
lion, then they could move Youkilis 
over to third and slide Teixeira in at 
first. Fans all love Lowell and his 
professionalism, but if the Red Sox 
can get a power threat to hit behind 
David Ortiz, then they should do it. 
Teixeira is only 28 years old and in 
the prime of his career. Youkilis is 
going to be 30 next season and the 
same can be said of him. 

Putting Teixeira in a Red Sox 
uniform could be the difference 
between getting bounced out of the 
playoffs like this year, or winning the 
World Series. Regardless of what the 
Red Sox do, this offseason should be 
pretty interesting with top name free 
agents. 


MCTCampus photo 


Mark Teixeira is considered the most valuable of all the free agents flooding the 
market this offseason. Here he argues a strike call in the 2008 ALDS vs. the Sox. 


Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1. Which Boston Bruins 
player switched his number 
so Phil Espisito’s number (7) 

could be retired at the 
Boston Garden? 


2. What was the only base- 
ball team to win 2 World 
Series’ in the 1980’s? 


3. Which former Red Sox 
catcher had the nickname 
“Frankenstein”? 


4. Which NFL team hired the 
first professional cheerlead- 
ing squad back in 1972? 


5. Who holds the record for 


quickest knockout in UFC 
history? 
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Interested in competing? 


NECC varsity track and field team meeting | 
Wed, Nov. 12 4:00 pm 
Sports and Fitness Center 
For information please contact 
Sue McAvoy 
978-556-3820 
smacavoy@necc.mass.edu | 


or stop by room D123 


ee 
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NECC volunteers 
rebuild a block of 
buildings in Lawrence 


te; 


Molly Peake and Bobby Langlais work together on 
building the staircase during the Habitat for Humanity 
project in Lawrence. 


Homeowner Rita Almanzar and President David 
Hartleb share a laugh, while damage from January’s 
fire still visible in background 


Professor Paul Saint-Amand knows both poetry and 
power tools. 


- - Bobby Langlais admits he should in fact be wearing 
Photos by Julie Varney safety goggles while operating machinery ; 


